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Plainfield Public Schools 

English Language Arts 

Curriculum Unit 

 

Grade/Course Kindergarten 

Unit of Study  2                         Literature/Narrative 
Pacing  5-7 weeks 

 

UNIT STANDARDS 

 
PRIORITY STANDARDS 

 
Reading Literature 

RL.K.1     With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key  
                 details in a text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 
 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.K.1      With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key  
                details in a text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 
 

Reading Foundational Skills 
RF.K.1     Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic    
                 features of print. 

 RF.K.1.a   Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by   
                 page. 

 RF.K.1.b   Recognize that spoken words are represented in written  
                 language by specific sequences of letters 

 RF.K.1.c   Understand that words are separated by spaces in print. 
Writing 

W.K.3      Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a  
                 single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events 
                 in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to   
                 what happened.            
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Speaking and Listening 

SL.K.1    Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners 
about  kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and 
larger  groups. 

 SL.K.1.a  Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others 
with care and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under 

discussion) 

 SL.K.1.b  Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges   
 

 
 
 
SUPPORTING STANDARDS 
 

Reading Literature 
RL.K.5     Recognize common types of texts (e.g., story books, poems). 
RL.K.7    With prompting and support, describe the relationship between 
illustrations and  the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an   

           illustration depicts). 
Reading Informational Text 

RI.K.7     With prompting and support, describe the relationship between 
illustrations and the text in which they appear (e.g., what person, place, thing, or 
idea in the text an illustration depicts). 
Reading Foundations 
RF.K.3     Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in 
decoding and encoding words. 

 RF.K.3.a Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound  
               correspondences by producing many of the most frequently used 
               sounds of each consonant.       

Writing 
W.K.2      Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose  
                informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing  
                about and supply some information about the topic. 

Speaking and Listening 
SL.K.2     Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented 
orally or through other media by asking and answering questions about key 
details and requesting clarification if something is not understood 
SL.K.3     Ask and answer question in order to seek help, get information, or 
clarify something that is not understood. 
SL.K.4     Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with 
prompting and support, provide additional detail. 
SL.K.5     Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to 
provide additional detail. 
SL.K.6     Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.   
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Language 
L.K.1       Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

 L.K.1.b Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs. 

 L.K.1.c Form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or /es/ (e.g., dog, 
dogs; wish, wishes). 

 L.K.1.e Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, 
out, on,  off, for, of, by, with). 

L.K.5       With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and  
                nuances in word meanings 

 L.K.5.d distinguish shades of meaning among verbs describing the same 
general action (e.g., walk, march, strut, prance) by acting out the 
meanings.  

L.K.6  Use word and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and   
           being read to, and responding to texts.   

 

 

“UNWRAPPED” District Power Standards 

DISTRICT POWER STANDARDS 
 
Reading Literature 
RL.K.1:  With prompting and support, ASK and ANSWER questions about key  
              details in a text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 
 
 
Reading Foundational Skills 
RF.K.1:  DEMONSTRATE  understanding of organization and basic features of print 
 
Writing 
W.K.3:  USE a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to NARRATE a single  
             event or several loosely linked events ,TELL about the events in the order in  
             which they occurred, and PROVIDE a reaction to what happened.                      
             
 
Speaking and Listening 

SL.K.1:  PARTICIPATE in collaborative conversations with diverse partners 
about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger  
groups. 

 SL.K.1.a  FOLLOW agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to 
others with care and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts 
under discussion) 

 SL.K.1.b  CONTINUE a conversation through multiple exchanges   
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“Unwrapped” Skills 
(students need to be able to do) 

“Unwrapped” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

DOK 
Levels 

 
POWER STANDARD: RL.K.1 

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text 
(e.g., who, what, where, when, 
why, how). 

2 
 

Students Know: 
 

 A key detail is a piece of information in literary text that aids comprehension. 

 A question needs a response. 

 They must define who, what, when, where, and why as words that often come at the 
beginning of questions. 

 A text refers to written words that are being read. 
 

Students Can: 
 

 Distinguish between an answer and a question. 

 Evaluate details in a story to decide which is most relevant to their understanding. 
 

POWER STANDARD:  RF.K.1 

Demonstrate 
 
 
 
 

Understanding of the organization 
and basic features of print 
 

1 
 

 

POWER STANDARD:  W.K.3 

Use 
 
 
 
 
 
Narrate 
 
 
Tell 
 
 

A combination of… 

 drawing 

 dictating 

 writing 
 
 
a single event or several loosely 
linked events 
 
about the events in the order in 
which they occurred 
 

2 
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Provide 

a reaction to what happened 

Students Know: 
 

 Narrative writing is a story about a moment or an account of a series of events, real 
or imagined. 

 Events occur in a sequence that includes a beginning, a middle, and an ending. 

 How to express their thoughts and opinions through writing, drawing or dictating. 
 

Students Can: 
 

 Organize events into a logical sequence. 

 Express their feelings, thoughts, or opinions before, during, and after an event 
occurs using words or pictures. 

POWER STANDARD:  SL.K.1 

Participate In collaborative conversations with 
diverse partners about kindergarten 
topics and texts with peers and 
adults in small and larger groups 
 
 
 

1 
 

 

 

 Unit Vocabulary Terms 

“Unwrapped” Power Standards 
Concepts 

Supporting Standards Concepts and 
Other Unit-Specific Terms  

key details 
left to right 
top to bottom 
page by page 
sequence 
letters 
separate 
spaces in print 
drawing 
dictating 
writing 
narrative 
linked events 
reaction  
collaborative conversations 
topics 
texts 
peers 

storybooks 
poems 
illustrations 
one-to-one letter-sound 
correspondence 
informative/explanatory texts 
information 
people 
places 
things 
events 
detail 
nouns 
verbs 
plural nouns 
prepositions 
responding to texts 
decoding 



6 
 

Plainfield School District 
 

agreed-upon rules 
discussions 
conversation 
multiple exchanges 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

encoding 

 

Essential Questions  Corresponding Big Ideas 

1. How does having conversations 
with partners and adults in small 
and large groups help you to 
understand and learn? 

 
 
2. How does asking and answering 

questions help you to understand? 
 
 
3. How is the print in a book 

organized so that you can read it? 
 

1. Having conversations with partners 
and adults in small and large 
groups lets you share your ideas 
and ask and answer questions that 
will help you understand and learn.   

 
2. Asking and answering questions 

lets you learn more about the topic 
and helps you to understand.   

 
3. The print in a book is organized so 

that you can read it from left to 
right, top to bottom, and page by 
page.  Words are also separated by 
spaces to make reading easier.  

 

Unit Assessments 
 

Pre-Assessment 
Plainfield Public Schools Unit Assessment 

 

Post-Assessment 
 

 
 Unit Assessment 

 
Essential Questions Post-Assessment 
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Scoring Guides and Answer Keys 

 
See Unit Assessment Planner 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Engaging Learning Experiences 

 
Engaging Scenario 
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Imagine your kindergarten class has been invited to Fairy Tale Land! You will get the 
chance to meet all of your favorite fairy tale characters.  The mayor of Fairy Tale Land is 
having a door decorating contest and your class is invited to participate. It’s going to be 
so much fun to make our fairy tale come alive on our classroom door! The winners of the 
fairy tale door competition will have a special fairy tale celebration! Will your class be the 
lucky ones to win this competition? 
 

 

Performance Task Synopses 

 
Task 1:  Ask and Answer Questions 

 Ask and answer questions as I read a book to you. 

 Use post-its to jot down key details from story. 
 

Task 2:  Make a Booklet 

 Have a conversation with your classmates about the key details in the text. 

 Make a booklet with key events from the beginning, middle, and end of the story. 
 
Task 3:  Decorate the Door 

 Choose your favorite scenes and decorate the door. 
 

Task 4:  Share 

 Take a door tour and look at the other doors that were decorated.  Using your 
checklist vote for your favorite door. 

           (Optional) Fairy Tale Tea Party 
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Performance Task # 1 
In Detail 

 
Power Standards: 
 

Reading Literature 
 
RL.K.1  

 
 
Supporting Standards:  L.K.2, SL.K.3   

 
TASK 1 Detailed:  Ask and Answer questions about the story.  Students I am going to 
read two of my favorite fairy tales to you.  As I read I want you to listen carefully because 
when we are finished you are going to be asked to vote for your favorite fairy tale.  
Remember to ask questions if you don’t understand something.  As I read the story, you 
will be asked to stop and jot on post-its three times about key details in the story.  When 
we finished reading the story I am going to ask you questions about the key details in the 
story.  You may look at your post-its to help you answer the questions.   
 

 I will read aloud the story ______________.   You will ask and answer questions 
about key details, and ask questions if you do not understand something you heard. 
 

 When I stop, you will jot down what you remember from the story on your post-its  
(you may use pictures and words for your stop and jot) 

 
*Note to teacher:  

 Prior to completing this task you may want to go over elements of a fairy tale (see chart in 
resource section). You may opt to read more than 2 fairy tales and expand the theme with 
additional lessons.  

 Teacher should model how to respond to text using post-its prior to assigning task 

 This task may be completed over several days. When stopping to ask for key details select 
a place in the beginning, middle and end. 

 After fairy tales have been read, have students vote for their favorite using tally chart. 
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Performance Task # 1 Scoring Guide 

 
4 3 

 
2 
 

1 

 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 All letters are 
written 
correctly 

 Students 
used several 
high 
frequency 
words in their 
writing 

 Student 
completed 
task 
independently 
 

 

 Student 
identified 3 
details from the 
story 

 Student used 
letters and 
some words 
with their 
pictures 

 Picture reflects 
details from the 
book 

 Many letters are 
written correctly 

 Student 
completed task 
with teacher 
support 
 

 Meets _4__ of 
the “Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer than 
_4_ of the 
“Proficient” criteria 

 Task to be repeated 
after re-teaching 

 Comments: 
 

 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Performance Task # 2 
In Detail 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #1 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #1 

 
SL.K.2 
SL.K.3 
SL.K.5 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

√ Curiosity and Imagination 
√ Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

√ Effective Oral and Written Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Power Standards: 
 

W.K.3   SL.K.1 

Supporting Standards 
 

L.K.1, L.K.6, SL.K.2, SL.K.3, SL.K.4, SL.K.5       
 

 
 
Task 2 Detailed:  Make a booklet.   In small groups, talk with your classmates about key 
details of the story.  Look at your post-its in order to remember the story. Think about the 
beginning, middle, and end of the story. You will make a booklet that includes the title of 
the story and three important things that happened in the story. Remember to use 
important details from the beginning, middle, and end of the story.  
 

 Talk with your classmates about the key details of the text. Think about what 
happened in the beginning, middle, and end of the story. 

 

 Complete a story booklet using pictures and/or words to show the beginning, 
middle, and end of the story.  Use your post-its to help you remember the story.  
 

 Read your booklet to your partner 
 

*Note to teacher: You may wish to reread the fairy tale the students voted for prior to 
beginning this task. Look at resources at the end of this document for book making ideas. 
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Performance Task # 2 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 
 

2 
 

1 

 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 All letters are 
written 
correctly 

 Student 
completed 
task using 
drawing and 
writing 

 Student 
completed 
task 
independently 

 

 Student created a 
booklet correctly 
identifying key 
events in the 
beginning, middle, 
and end of the 
story 

 Drawings relate to 
story 

 Student completed 
task using a 
combination of 
drawing, dictating, 
and writing 

 Student told story 
in the order in 
which they 
occurred 

 Student 
participated in a 
collaborative 
conversation and 
read book to a 
partner 
 

 Meets _3-4__ 
of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer than 
_3_ of the 
“Proficient” criteria 

 Task to be repeated 
after re-teaching 

 Comments: 
 

 
 
 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #2 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #2 

 
SL.K.5 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

√ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

√ Curiosity and Imagination 
√ Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

√ Effective Oral and Written Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 
Performance Task # 3 

In Detail 

Power Standards: 
 

RF.K.1     SL.K.1   

Supporting Standards 
 

RF.K.3   RL.K.7    SL.K.5   SL.K.6 
 
Task 3 Detailed:  Decorate the Door.  We are going to work in three groups (beginning, 
middle, and end).  You will work together with your group to decorate the door.  Each group 
will be responsible for using words and/or pictures to show the beginning, middle, or end of 
the story.    

 First you will be placed in a group: 
 Group 1- responsible for the beginning of the story 
 Group 2- responsible for the middle 
 Group 3- responsible for the end of the story 

 Discuss with your group how you want to show your part of the story on the door.  

 Then use the materials given to you by your teacher to decorate the door. 
 
*Note to teachers: Your kindergarten team may prefer to decorate the bulletin board instead of the 
door. You are encouraged to collaborate with your team to determine whether to decorate the door 
or bulletin board outside the classroom. Work displayed should be predominately student work. 
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Performance Task # 3 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 
 

2 
 

1 

 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 Student 
completed 
task 
independently 
 

 

 Student created a 
section of the door 
that closely 
reflects the 
beginning, middle, 
or end of the story 

 Student 
participated in a 
collaborative 
conversation prior 
to completing 
activity 

 Student 
demonstrated 

     understanding  
     of the 
     organization  
     basic features 
     of print              

 Student completed 
task (with teacher 
support) 
 

 Meets _4__ of 
the “Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer than 
_4_ of the 
“Proficient” criteria 

 Task to be repeated 
after re-teaching 

 Comments: 
 

 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Performance Task # 4 
In Detail 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #3 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #3 

 
1.3.2.D.4 
 
 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

√ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

√ Curiosity and Imagination 
√ Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

√ Flexibility and Adaptability 
√ Effective Oral and Written Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Power Standards: 
 

SL.K.1, RF.K.1       

 
Supporting Standards 
 

RL.K.7     L.K.6 
 
Task 4 Detailed:  Share Your Work.  All teachers will make sure their name is clearly 
posted somewhere near the door so that students can identify their favorite door.  Develop 
a checklist with your students for voting purposes.  Also add to the checklist the sentence 
starter  “I like this door because….”.  
 
Students you will go on a door tour with clipboards and checklists to look at all of the 
decorated doors.  You will be asked to complete the checklist and then vote for your 
favorite door. 
 

 Walk around and look at all the decorated doors 

 Think about which door you like best and why 

 Complete your checklist making sure you finish the sentence starter “I like this door 
because” 

 Finally, vote for your favorite door. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Performance Task # 4 Scoring Guide 
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4 3 
 

2 
 

1 

 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 The student 
gave a valid 
reason for 
their choice 

 

 Student chose 
a door 

 Student 
completed 
checklist and 
sentence 
starter 

 The door 
closely 
resembles the 
story with 
beginning, 
middle, end 

 The student 
participated in 
any 
conversations 
that take place 
around the 
topic  

 Meets _2__ of the 
“Proficient” criteria 

 

 Meets fewer than 
_2_ of the 
“Proficient” criteria 

 Task to be repeated 
after re-teaching 

 Comments: 
 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #4 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #4 
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Performance Task # 4 
In Detail 

Power Standards: 
 

RF.K.1, SL.K.1        

 
Supporting Standards 
 

RL.K.7     L.K.6 
 
 
Task 4 Detailed:  Share Your Work.  All teachers will make sure their name is clearly 
posted somewhere near the door so that students can identify their favorite door.  Develop 
a checklist with your students for voting purposes.  Also add to the checklist the sentence 
starter  “I like this door because….”.   Students you will go on a door tour with clipboards 
and checklists to look at all of the decorated doors.  They will be asked to complete the 
checklist and then vote for their favorite door. 
 

 Walk around and look at all the decorated doors 

 Think about which door you like best and why 

 Complete your checklist making sure you finish the sentence starter “I like this door 
because” 

 Make sure that the door you pick matches the story and is told as beginning, middle, 
and end 

  Finally, vote for your favorite door. 
 
 
 
 
 
Extension (Optional)  

  Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

√ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

√ Flexibility and Adaptability 
√ Effective Oral and Written Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 



20 
 

Plainfield School District 
 

Fairy Tale Tea Party 

 Celebrate your unit of fairy tales by hosting a Fairy Tale Tea Party. Invite 
kindergartners to color invitations to take home to parents or invite staff. Have the 
children help you plan treats for the party.  Serve Snow White's poison apples 
(regular apple slices that are safe to eat), Wicked Witch's brew (fruit juice), 
Cinderella's pumpkin spice muffins, Hansel's bread crumbs and Little Red Riding 
Hood's cookies. Encourage kindergartners to show parents all the fairy tale projects 
around the room during the tea party. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Performance Task # 4 Scoring Guide 
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4 3 

 
2 
 

1 

 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 The student 
gave a valid 
reason for 
their choice 

 

 Student chose 
a door 

 Student 
completed 
checklist and 
sentence 
starter 

 The door 
closely 
resembles the 
story with 
beginning, 
middle, end 

 The student 
participated in 
any 
conversations 
that take place 
around the 
topic  

 Meets _2__ of the 
“Proficient” criteria 

 

 Meets fewer than 
_2_ of the 
“Proficient” criteria 

 Task to be repeated 
after re-teaching 

 Comments: 
 

 
 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #4 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #4 
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Research-Based Effective  
Teaching Strategies 

21st Century Learning Skills 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 

√ Identifying Similarities and Differences 

√ Summarizing and Note Taking 

√ Reinforcing Effort, Providing Recognition 

❑ Homework and Practice 

√ Nonlinguistic Representations 
√ Cooperative Learning 

√ Setting Objectives, Providing Feedback 

❑ Generating and Testing Hypotheses 

√ Cues, Questions, and Advance Organizers 

❑ Interdisciplinary Non-Fiction Writing 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 

√ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

√ Curiosity and Imagination 
√ Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

√ Flexibility and Adaptability 
√ Effective Oral and Written Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instructional Resources and Materials 
 

Physical Technology-Based 

Fairy Tales: 
 

Fairy Tale Book List 

  Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

√ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

√ Flexibility and Adaptability 
√ Effective Oral and Written Communication 

❑ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Aladdin and the Wonderful Lamp 
Alice in Wonderland 
Beauty and the Beast 
Cinderella 
The Emperor’s New Clothes 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears 
Hansel and Gretel 
Jack and the Beanstalk 
Little Red Riding Hood 
Mother Goose 
Pinocchio 
Rapunzel 
Rumplestiltzkin 
Sleeping Beauty 
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 
The Three Little Pigs 
The Ugly Duckling 
 
 
Fairy Tale Authors: 
 
Hans Christian Andersen 
Lewis Carroll 
Carlo Collodi Lorenzini 
Grimm Brothers 
Charles Perrault 
 
 

Wonders Resources: 

 

Fairy tale theme 

 
 
 

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/
lesson_images/lesson42/booklist.pdf 
 
Elements of a Fairy Tale Chart 
http://msjacoby.com/fairytalechart.html 
 
Book Making Templates and Ideas 
http://www.makingbooks.com/freeprojects.sh
tml 
 
 
Extension Lessons on Fairy Tales and 
Decorating Ideas 
http://www.teachingheart.net/f.html 
 
 
  
 

List of Fairy Tales 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_fairy_tales 

 
 
 

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson42/booklist.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson42/booklist.pdf
http://msjacoby.com/fairytalechart.html
http://www.makingbooks.com/freeprojects.shtml
http://www.makingbooks.com/freeprojects.shtml
http://www.teachingheart.net/f.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_fairy_tales
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Differentiation 

Strategies 

(Additional Supports + 
Enrichment) 

Intervention Strategies 
 

Specially Designed 
Instruction for 

Special Education 
Students 

Strategies for 
English Language 

Learners 

-Help students participate in 
conversation 

 Co-construct with 
students a chart of 
speaking and listening 
norms they should try 
to follow 

 Teach explicitly what it 
means to be a good 
listener by modeling 
for students 

 Whenever possible 
have students sit in a 
circle at the meeting 
area 

 Provide many 
opportunities for 
student to practice 
their conversational 
skills by having them 
talk about what they’re 
learning throughout 
the day 

 Scaffold ownership of 
understanding texts 
and concepts by 
developing good 
open-ended questions 
to encourage 
discussion 
 

-Turn and Talk 

 Access prior 
knowledge; build 
background 
knowledge 

 Allow students 
opportunity to share 
information with peers 

 Suggest that each 
student ask and 
answer at least one 
question 

-Use storytelling, theatrics, 
and props to focus the 
attention of students as a new 
concept is introduced 
 
-Use multimodality resources 
that go beyond the print: 

 Images 

 Animation 

 Sound/music 

 Performance 
 

-Think-Pair-Share 

 Give each student an 
opportunity to think 
prior to forming an 
opinion/response 

 Allow each student an 
opportunity to share 
ideas 

 
-Multiple and flexible grouping 
opportunities: 

 Partners 

 Independent 

 By interest 

 By learning style 

 Teacher-assigned 

 Small groups of 5 or 
less 

 
-Maintaining Focus 

 Employ auditory 
signals (play chimes, 
ring bell, clap, etc.) 

 Employ visual signals 
(raised hand, 
illustrations, teacher-
made signs, etc.) 

 

-Review IEP in order to 
develop specific 
interventions and 
strategies for students 
with special needs 
 

 Create a safe 
environment for 
learning by 
employing 
effective 
motivational 
techniques 

 Provide an 
environment that 
is free of 
distracting 
stimuli 

 Divide 
instruction into 
short, sequential 
steps and 
provide time for 
student to break 
away from task 

 Modify task to 
address learning 
style and provide 
consistent 
reward system 

-Small group 
instruction or work 

 Help students 
feel more 
comfortable 
about sharing 
ideas by 
creating a 
risk-free 
environment 
where 
students are 
encouraged 
to offer their 
ideas and 
opinions 

 Allow 
students time 
to read a text 
or a portion of 
one several 
times to make 
sure they 
have a basic 
understanding 

 Give students 
time and 
opportunities 
to tell and 
draw their 
stories before 
they write 
them 

  
-Partner your English 
language learners 
together with other 
students who speak 
the same primary 
language before you 
ask them to respond 
out loud to reinforce 
their thinking 
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-Close reading 

 Before introducing a 
text, identify the main 
idea or message 

 During a lesson or 
while conferring, be 
sure to give students 
sufficient time to 
consider the questions  

 Use a text or passage 
that is brief enough to 
be read more than 
once 

 Model close reading 
by thinking aloud as 
you examine a text’s 
words, sentence 
structures, and other 
details 
 

-Narrate a single event (or 
several loosely-linked events) 
from a story 

 Have students sit in a 
circle and give them 
opportunities to orally 
tell about events that 
really happened in 
their lives or made-up 
events 

 Use prompts or 
storyboards to help 
students move from 
one part of an event to 
the next 

 Use temporal words 
such as first, next, 
then, last, after, 
before, and during to 
signal event order 

- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
-Partner your English 
language learners 
with English 
speakers before you 
ask them to read 
their responses out 
loud so they can 
work through any 
vocabulary or 
structural problems 
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Learning Activities Using  
Text or Program 

 
 

 Each day, expose students to big books and enlarged texts so that they can easily see the print. 

 Whenever possible, have students sit in a circle at the meeting area rather than audience-style, 
facing you.  It helps students recognize that the goal is for them to talk with one another. 

 During shared reading, point under individual words as you read the text. 

 Encourage emergent readers to point out words as they read, emphasizing one-to-one 
correspondence between spoken and written words. 

 Engage students in interactive and shared writing. 

 Write language experience charts with students so that they see print as it is being  
composed and written down. 

 Have students write throughout the day for real purposes (e.g. notes to other students, birthday 
greetings, invitations, etc.). 

 Provide a message board for students to post notes to one another. 

 Model how to complete a graphic organizer as a shared writing activity. 

 Model how to use a completed graphic organizer to draft their writing piece. 

 Write several sentences on a chart or whiteboard, leaving off ending punctuation.  Ask students 
to decide which ending punctuation mark to use and explain how they knew this. 

 Using sentence strips, write sentences from a story or poem with which the students are familiar.  
Cut the sentence apart word by word and place the words on a sentence strip holder in jumbled 
order.  Have student remake each sentence and explain how they knew which was the first word 
in the sentence and which was the last. 

 Use prompts or storyboards to help students move from one part of their event to the next.  One 
time_________________.  Next_________________.  Then_______________.   
Lastly_______________.  To make a storyboard, divide a blank sheet of paper into quadrants.  
At the top left-hand corner of each section, write one of the prompts in sequential order—First, 
Next, Then, and Lastly. 

 As you share big books or enlarged texts, call students’ attention to the temporal words—such as 
first, next, then, last, after, before, and during  

 
RL.K.1 

To teach students how to read closely: 

 Before introducing a text, identify the main idea or message for yourself.  Go through the book 

and notice the details that support it and flag them with sticky notes.  Then, plan out prompts and 

questions that you will pose to students.  We liken this process to Hansel dropping those pebbles 

leading homeward; by planning questions ahead of time, you can more easily guide students to 

spot the main idea.  Conversely, when teachers don’t plan, lessons can go awry.  For example, if 

the main idea of a passage is that cities create heat (cars, buildings, people) and thereby change 

the weather, and you don’t recognize that this is what students should be reading for, then it 

becomes difficult to pose a proper “trail” of questions leading students toward the text’s significant 

details. 
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 During a lesson or while conferring, be sure to give students sufficient time to consider the 

questions and prompts you pose.  Figuring out the author’s main idea or message is often hard, 

subtle work.  Don’t hesitate to rephrase prompts if students seem stuck.  Remind them that they 

can look for answers in the text, reread, study illustrations, and so forth.  Providing time for 

students to respond can make all the difference in the world. 

 

 

 

RF.K.1 

To help students understand the organization and basic features of print during reading: 

 Each day, expose students to big books and enlarged texts so that they can easily see the print.  

Narrate how you begin and move through a book to give students a helpful “audio track” of how 

text works.  For example, “Now let me see, where should I start?  I’ll go to the top [pointing to the 

top] and to the left margin [pointing to the left margin] and start there.” 

 

 Designate a carpeted meeting area that is comfortable and inviting to enhance the message that 

reading is a pleasurable pursuit – and worth the hard thinking and work that goes into learning 

how to do it.  Have students sit up close, near the text and you.   

 

 During shared reading, point under individual words as you read the text.  Call students up to the 

big book or enlarged text to point out or frame words.  Gradually, as students acquire basic print 

concepts, you will sweep your finger or pointer along the bottom of phrases to indicate how 

readers naturally chunk words together so that their reading sounds more fluent, but for now (at 

the emergent stage) it’s wise to point word by word. 

 

 Reference print as you read aloud to students.  While we typically do this when using big books 

and enlarged texts during lessons, this is often not the case when reading aloud; we tend to favor 

the pictures.  By calling students’ attention to print – for example, “Giraffe is a long word; it has a 

lot of letters” and “There are words written on the sign in front of this shop; what do you think they 

say?” – we quicken the pace by which children understand how texts work.  For more information 

on print referencing, use an online search engine to search “print referencing during read-alouds” 

and look for the Reading Teacher article “Print Referencing During Read-Alouds:  A Technique 

for Increasing Emergent Readers’ Print Knowledge,” by Tricia A. Zucker, Allison E. Ward, and 

Laura M. Justice. 

 

 Confer with students regularly so you can observe firsthand how they handle print.  Having them 

read to you one-on-one reveals a great deal about their understanding of how print works.  Be 

sure to be specific with students about what they’re doing well (e.g., “I love the way you knew to 

come back to the left side of the page when you finished a line”). 



28 
 

Plainfield School District 
 

 

 Encourage emergent readers to point to words as they read.  Emphasizing the one-to-one 

correspondence between spoken and written words helps to consolidate their awareness of 

concepts of print.  As students progress in reading, they should pull their fingers back and track 

print with their eyes.  Be aware, however, that a child’s finger naturally points to an unfamiliar 

word when she’s stuck and puzzling over the sequence of letters in the word.  When students 

have difficulty figuring out a word, we might ask them to frame words so they can attend more 

closely to the letters.  Refrain from having students cover up yet-to-be-read lines of text with a 

note card, since good readers typically look ahead and scan the page for clues as to what they’re 

reading. 

 

 Capitalize on the reciprocity between reading (decoding) and writing (encoding).  There’s a close 

relationship between these two processes – especially when it comes to concepts of print – and 

children intuitively know that learning one helps the learn the other.  A child fresh off a read-aloud 

of Laura Numeroff’s If You Give a Mouse a Cookie has myriad concepts of print dancing in his 

head as he puts pen to paper and tries his own version of this patterned story, from capitalizing 

the I in If to the concept of a sentence. 

 

W.K.3 

To have students narrate a single event (for several loosely linked events): 

 

 Don’t move too quickly from oral storytelling to having students write or draw their stories.  Oral 

storytelling is an essential step for all K-2 students, but especially for those in kindergarten and 

first grade.  Be sure to give other students in the class opportunities to respond to each teller’s 

story. 

 

 Tell students that they are going to get to choose between writing about something that actually 

happened to them and making up a story using their imagination.  Let each student tell what his 

or her story will be about before they start writing, and let kindergarten and first-grade students 

know that they might want to start by drawing a picture and then writing. 

 

 

SL.K.1 

To help students participate in conversations: 

 Whenever possible, have students sit in a circle at the meeting area rather than audience-style, 

facing you.  Although this may feel awkward at first, it helps students recognize that the goal is for 

them to talk with one another.  In this instance, the form really does match the function – over 
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time, you want students to look at and to one another to build ideas through discussion and rely 

on you less to “bless” their comments. 

 

 Provide voluminous opportunities for students to practice their conversational skills by having 

them talk about what they’re learning throughout the day.  Bring back show-and-tell for 

kindergarten students who still need to connect home to school.   Be sure to provide a share time 

at the end of your reading and writing times of day so that students can talk with one another 

about what they did to become better readers and writers.. 

 

 

To help students follow agreed-upon norms for conversation: 

 Over the course of several weeks, co-construct with students a chart of speaking and listening 

norms they should try to follow.  It’s important that students help formulate these norms – rather 

than you posting a laminated list that’s used from year to year – so that the ideas and phrasing 

are theirs.  When students participate in setting norms, they understand why each item is 

important, how it applies to them, and that in following these norms they are learning lifelong 

skills.   

 

To help students build on one another’s talk and link their comments to those made by others: 

 When establishing norms for class discussion, encourage students to respond to other students’ 

comments before they offer any new comments of their own.  For example, “Donnell, it got me 

thinking when you said ________.  I also think that ________.”  While most kindergarten 

students will not be able to do this well or consistently, it’s a worthwhile goal to strive for in first 

and second grade. 

 

 Provide students with sentence templates that give them the language they need to enter a 

discussion (e.g., “I agree with what Maria said about ________, but disagree that ________”).  

Post some of these sentence templates on a class chart for easy reference (for a sample chart, 

see the online resources at www.corwin.com/thecommoncorecomparison). 

 

 Introduce the idea of a follow-up or clarification question.  For example, “Eva, you said that 

penguins aren’t the only birds that can’t fly.  Can you give me another example?”  Or “Where did 

you learn that?”  Develop over time and post a list of follow-up questions students can use when 

asking classmates (or the teacher) to say more about an idea or comment they made in the 

course of a discussion. 

 

 After a group discussion, ask students to reflect on how they did in terms of listening to others, 

participating in the conversation, staying on topic, including others, and linking their ideas to 

those of their classmates.  It’s helpful occasionally to videotape classroom discussions so that 

http://www.corwin.com/thecommoncorecomparison


30 
 

Plainfield School District 
 

students can see themselves in action; as you review the tape together, have them comment on 

what went well and what didn’t. 

 

To help students ask for clarification when they don’t understand: 

 

 When praising a student for asking a question, be specific about what he or she did well rather 

than giving empty praise by saying “Good question” or “Good job.”  Students need to hear 

precisely what they did well; for example, “You were able to identify the one thing that confused 

you and ask for help.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


